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serpent-couch seems to be swinging gently in a cradle
whenever Adisesa contracts and expands his body by
his exhalations and inhalations (sl. 77). Lord Ranganatha
is the Supreme Being who can put an end to all the
woes of the people who resort to Him. He is the one
who appeared as the child on the banyan leaf and in
the womb of DevakI, on the crown of the Veda-s, on
the breasts of Kamala, in the words of Sathakopa and
now visible in the sanctum sanctorum of the Srirangam
temple.

In another beautiful verse (sl. 79) Parasara describes
in his own characteristic style, the Yoganidra of Lord
Ranganatha. The Lord has completely forgotten His milky
ocean, His highest abode (Sri Vaikuntha) and is now
"engaged to Nidra" in the place of Laksmi. It is very
refreshing to note that Parasara is fancying Nidra to be
another consort of Lord Ranganatha with whom He is
spending some time.

In the dark interior of the temple the Lord who
is Himself bluish in complexion appears like an ocean
drunk in by a cloud; as a mountain placed in an ocean;

and also as an elephant sleeping on a bushy mountainous
slope. In another interesting verse Parasara calls
Ranganatha "the child of an ocean" {arnavatamaka}. A
child always reclines on the bed and so does this child
who is called Snrangesaya. This Child in accordance
with His parental characteristics, has coral-like lower lip,
feet and hands. He is being fondled by Mother Kaveri
with her wavy arms. "Remarkable indeed is this wonderful
Child," points our author (sl. 81). "Ranganatha" is a
cool dark cloud illumined by the lightning in the form
of Laksmi and adorned by a rainbow created by the
rays emanating from the gems of His ornaments. This
cloud is full with the waters of compassion. "May this